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TITHE S 


ANTI CHRISTIAN AND IMPOLITIC. 


TA E Scriptures inform us that“ the law was 
ce given by Moſes, but grace and truth came by Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” * We then who live under the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation, are not ſubject to the ceremonial rites 
of the law, they being all of them fulfilled in Chriſt, 
«& who is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 
ce every one that believeth,” “ for by one offering 
« he hath perfected for ever them that are ſancti- 
ce fied,” 4—< by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
ce renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Seeing then we are 
not redeemed © with corruptible things, as ſilver and 
ce gold, nor by the blood of bulls and of goats, which 
« were ſhadows of good things to come”, Tithes, 


* Johni.17. + Heb. x. 14. 
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which were ſet apart for the miniſtration thereof, 
became alſo annulled in the Divine law. And 


therefore, the primitive Chriſtians received them 


not, nor laid any claim to them; but, according to 
the command of their Lord and Maſter, they freely 
miniſtered unto the people the doctrines of life and 
falvation, which they had freely received. *I have 
© coveted,” ſaid the apoſtle Paul, C no man's ſilver 
© or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourſelves know, 
that theſe hands have miniſtered unto my neceſſi- 
e ties, and unto them that were with me. I have 
« ſhewed you all things ; how that ſo labouring, 
ce ye ought to ſupport the weak, and to remember 
cc the words of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is 
“ more bleſſed to give than to receive.” This he 


addreſſed unto a people amongſt whom he had 


faithfully laboured by the ſpace of three years, night 


and day with tears; charging thoſe whom the 


Holy Ghoſt had made overſeers, to feed the 
church of God; and warning all to watch and re- 
member his labour of love, knowing that after his 
departure others would appear among them, very 
differently diſpoſed, not ſparing the flock. + 

* Mat, x. 8. + Acts xx. 
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Although contributions were often made in the 
primitive churches for the relief of the poor, it 
doth not appear that any thing was raiſed for the 
ſupport of miniſters, as ſuch. Tertullian faith, 
© Whatſoever we have in the treaſury of our 
© churches, is not raiſed by taxation, as though we 
© put men to ranſome their religion; but every man 
© once a month, or when it pleaſeth himſelf, be- 
© ſtoweth what he thinks good; and that which is 
© given is not beſtowed in vanity, but in relieving 
© the poor, and upon children deſtitute of parents, 
© and maintenance of aged and feeble perſons, men 
© wrecked by ſea, and ſuch as are condemned to 
© the metal mines, baniſhed into iſlands, or caſt 
© into priſon, profeſſing the true God and Chriſtian 
faith.“ Origen faith, © It is not lawful for any 
© miniſter to poſſeſs lands given to the church, to 
© his own uſe;* and further, © It behoveth us to 
© be faithful in diſpoſing of the rents of the church, 
© that we ourſelves devour not thoſe things which 
© belong to the widow and the poor : and let us be 
© content with fimple diet and neceſſary apparel.” 
And Proſper, another of the ancients, told the 
miniſters of his time, that thoſe who had of their 
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© own, and yet deſired to have ſomewhat given them, 
© did not reczive it without great ſin.“ Thus the 
church remained free. from this abuſe for ſeveral 
centuries. | $1 | 

The Couacil of Antioch, held Anno 340, finding 
that much fault had been amongſt the deacons, 
ordained that the biſhops might diſtribute the goods 
of che church, but required that they took no part 
to themſelves, or to the uſe of the prieſts, unleſs 
neceſſity jullly required it; uſing the words of the 
. apoſtle, Having food and raiment, be therewith 
content.. as 

Before the commencement of the fifth century, 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity appear to have been 
further degenerated from the integrity of their fore- 
fathers ; for the people were much preſſed to boun- 
tiful contributions for holy uſes ; and the example 
of the Jews in giving T ithes, was held up for 
imitation. Auguſtine tells them, © that not paying 
© Tithes, they ſhall be guilty at God's tribunal of 
| © the death of all the poor t lat periſh through want, 
6 in the places where they dwell;* and bids them 


that would either get reward, or delire the pardon 


of their fins, to pay their Tithes. And the popes, 


I k - 
who about this time began to uſurp univerſal autho - 
rity, admoniſhed the people to pay Tithes, not 
only of their goods but time alſo, ſaying, © we are 
« commanded in the law to give the tenth of all 
« things to God.“ From the influence of theſe, 
who like the fooliſh Galatians were turned again 
to the weak and beggarly elements, T ithes came 
to be introduced and to prevail amongſt Chriſtians; 
yet, notwithſtanding the doctrine and hard threats 
of the popes and biſhops, it was long before theſe 
exactions were eſtabliſhed. But as their power 
and the number of their dependents increaſed, they 
gained ground, by little and little, under plauſible 
pretences ; and, about the year 800, Tithes were 
given by many people; one-fourth being allotted to 
the prieſt, one-fourth to the poor, and the remain- 
der to the biſhop, and for building and repairing 
places for worſhip. None however were com- 
pelled to give them, nor was it conſidered as a 
duty of general obligation till about the year 1200, 
when the darkneſs of the apoſtacy appears to have 
been at its height, and the popes and their clergy 
to have arrived at the ſummit of their antichriſtian 


power; when even kings became ſubject to them, 
44 
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and enforced theſe ayaricious demands. But hiſtory 
is clear, that groſs was the ſuperſtition, ignorance 
and idolatry, manifeſt in the characters of thoſe 
kings; and abominable the murders, injuſtice 
and wickedneſs, which they endeavoured thus to 
expiate: an inſtance of which may be ſeen in the 
preamble to king Stephen's Grant, viz. © Becauſe 
© through the providence of Divine mercy, we 


© know it to be ſo ordered, and by the churches 


* publiſhing it far and near every body hath heard, 
* that by the diſtribution of alms perſons may be 
© abſolved from the bands of fin and acquire the 
© rewards of heavenly joys; I, Stephen, by the 
grace of God king of England, being willing to 


© have part with them who by a happy kind of 


trading exchange heavenly things for earthly, and 
© ſmitten with the lcve of God, and for the ſalvation 


| © of my own ſoul, and the ſouls of my father and 
mother, and all my forefathers and anceſtors, &c. 
do confirm Tithes.“ And yet it was always 


underſtood, that the poor were to be maintained 
out of theſe donations, and divers laws were made 
to ſecure them for that purpoſe. 

Tithes being thus introduced, eccleſiaſtical courts 
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were ſet up for the puniſhment of thoſe who refuſed 
the payment of them and, the people implicitly 
conforming to popery, little oppoſition appeared 
to them in England, till the Reformation prevailed 
and ſpread over theſe dominions ; when many of the 
firſt reformers declared Tithes to be unlawful 
amongſt Chriſtians, and that they were become a 
ſupport of Antichriſt : for which, and other things, 
they deeply ſuffered, and by their zeal and upright- 
neſs in the cauſe of Truth many of the corruptions 
introduced were meaſurably done away. But la- 
mentable it was that others, though they parted with 
ſome of the idolatrous forms of the Romiſh church, 
yet retained much of the old leaven, not only bring= 
ing Tithes, with other popiſh inſtitutions, into the 
reformed church, but engroſſing them wholly to 
themſelves, to the excluſion of the poor for whom 
they were at firſt principally given; in which ſtate 
they ſtill continue. 

This ſhort ſketch of the hiſtory of Tithes, 
gathered from the Bible, Engliſh hiſtory, Seldon's 
Hiſtory of Tithes, Pearſon's Great Caſe of Tithes, 


Ellwood's Foundation of Tithes ſhaken, &c. clearly 


proves, that Tithes in Chriſtendom firſt took. place 
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in the time of the apoſtacy; and if there was no 


hiſtory to inform us, that it was in a time of great 
ignorance and ſuperſtition amongſt the people, and 
of craft and hypocriſy amongſt the prieſtly orders, 
this antichriſtian cuſtom alone is ſufficient to mani- 
feſt it, For, apart from religious conſiderations, 
it is full fraught with temporal evils, being a 
grievous burthen upon the community, and a diſ- 
couragement to agriculture; the farmer in many 
inſtances neglecting to improve and crop his in- 
feriour lands, becauſe the tenth of the product of 
his labour and expences, which is often more than 
his profit, would be taken from him. From this 
compelled: neglect of the poſſible improvement of 
the land, the publick ſuſtains great loſs, which in 
times of ſcarcity is deeply felt by the poor; inſo- 
: much that it wouid be wiſe in the legiſlature to 
give a bounty, rather than lay ſuch an oppreſſive 
tax, on tillage. But beſides this, as there is no 
i general regular mode for levying theſe demands, 
cuſtom is conſidered as law; and this multiplies 
contention and litigation, not merely by brother 
going to law with brother, but what is worſe, the 
paſtor going to law with thoſe of whoſe- ſouls he 
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profeſſes to have the cure; diſtreſſing or ruining 
thoſe whom it ſhould ſeem rather to be his duty to 
feed and protect. | 

Some of theſe ſay, we only claim our property; 
© Tithes are our freehold.” But this appears only 


an aſſertion. The poſſeſſors of land a thouſand years 


ago, might give away their land or any thing elſe 
they were poſſeſſed of; but a man cannot give 
what he hath not; nor could they grant a good title 
to the labour and ſkill, on the product of which 


Tithes are now exacted : for land in itſelf is 


tithe- free,. —if nothing be produced and ſevered 
from it, no Tithe is demandable. Nor doth it 


mend the matter to call them wages; for wages 


can be due only from thoſe who hire, and receive 


the ſervice perſormed; whicu many 


of whom Tithes are exacted do, in ans reſpect 


whatever. 

Much more might be ſaid on this head, but it 
doth not appear to be neceſſary, as the general plea 
for Tithes now is, that they are allowed by the laws 
of the land; particularly that of king Henry VIII. in 
whoſe reign the firſt ſtatute law for the payment of 


Tithes was paſſed in England, and ſome ſince 
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which ſeem to be founded thereon. But laws 
ſhould be for the conſervation of property, which 


can only be juſtly obtained by gift of the owner, 
by purchaſe, or by lineal deſcent. King Henry VIII. 
ſuppoſed, as the preamble of the act ſets forth, that 
© Tithes and oblations were due unto God and holy 
church; and as ſuch ordered that they ſhould 
be paid: but as the claim of Tithes on that 
ground is now abandoned (it being a mere relick 
of popery), the reaſon of the law in that reſpect 
ceaſes, 3 

Some aſſert that when land is purchaſed or rented, 
allowance is made for Tithes, and that therefore 
the occupier has no right to them. But though 
ſmall allowances may ſometimes be made, they ſeem 
not to be difiergnt from thoſe where lands are open to 
treſpaſs, which ſurely do not give a property in 
them to the treſpaſſer. Whatever is not morally 
right, cannot be made ſo by uſage, though enforced 
by power. | 

T heſe things are common topics of complaint, 
but were we as quick in diſcerning the baneful 
effects of this evil in a religious as in a political 


ſenſe, we might ſee that the introduction of Tithes 
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into the Chriſtian church, has heen extremely pre- 


judicial to it. The primitive promulgators of the 
goſpel, coveting no man's ſilver or gold, exerciſed 
their gifts under the conſtraining influence of Di- 
vine love, and their labours were accordingly at- 
tended with the demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
power, whereby many were converted and led into 
holineſs of life and converſation, which is the eſ- 
ſence of Chriſtianity; but when in after ages their 
profeſſed followers looked for outward gain, and 
entertained avaricious views, then it was that, 
Judas-like, they betrayed the glorious cauſe they 
pretended to eſpouſe, a ſpiritual darkneſs over the 
*churches enſued, and it came to paſs as foretold 
by the Apoſtle, that falſe teachers would be among 
them, who privily ſhould bring in damnable here- 
ſies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themlelves ſwift deſtruction; and that 
many ſhould follow their pernicious ways, by 
reaſon of whom the way of Truth would be evil 
ſpoken of, © and through covetouſneſs (ſaid he) 
« ſhall they, with feigned words, make merchan- 
S diſe of you,” * How literally has this been ful- 


* 2 Peter, ii. 


* 24 } 
filled! How bath Chriſt, who purchaſed redemp- 


tion for us, and who invites all to come unto him 


and receive it freely, been denied even by pro- 


feſſed Chriſtians! and how has his holy highway 
been departed from] that ſimple way wherein it is 


ſaid, “ The wayfaring- man, though a fool (as to the 
e wiſdom of this world) ſhall not err,” * It was 
to be called the way of holineſs; but many of theſe 
falſe teachers taught, that the broad ſinful way 


would lead to life, provided indulgences for ſin, 


and abſolution from it, were but purchaſed at their 


hands. Thus multitudes following their pernicious 
ways, through their wicked and hypocritical con- 


duct the way of Truth has indeed been evil 


ſpoken of. With fraud and deceit, and feigned 


words, they made merchandiſe of the people, deal- 


ing in the ſouls of men. When a man was near 


his end, they told him if he gave his ſubſtance 1 


the church (a name they proſtituted to their love 


of gain), he ſhould certainly be ſaved, for they 

would pray his ſoul out of purgatory. Accord- 

ingly ſuch being willing, in the ſolemn hour when 

death was approaching, to give up earthly things 
* Ifaiah xxxv. 8. 
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which they no longer needed for the ſake of 
heavenly joys, yielded to the avaricious fraud. 
Such abominable deceit can hardly be mentioned 
without abhorrence : yet theſe were the means by 
which the apoſtatiſed church obtained moſt of its 
wealth, and doubtleſs would have gained ground 
in England ſtill further, if it had not been checked 
by the act of Mortmain, which renders all ſuch 
donations void unleſs made a full year before the 
death of the donor. Well might the ancient re- 
formers ſay, that the endowment of churches was 
an evil thing, ſeeing ſo many, for the ſake of theſe 
emoluments, preſume to take on themſelves the 
name of miniſters of Chriſt. 

But it is an undeniable truth, that a name doth 
not conſtitute the reality, nor forms and ſhadows 

create ſubſtance, If, as the Apoſtle taught, he is 
not a Jew which is one outwardly, nor that cir- 
cumciſion which is only outward in the fleſh ; and 
he only is a Jew which is one inwardly, whoſe cir- 
cumciſion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit and not 
in the letter, and whoſe praiſe, or approbation, is 
not of men but of God; how much more ſhould 
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this Jodrine apply to a Chriſtian, and eſpecially 


to a Chriſtian miniſter, 
Divine love was Peter's qualification, when he 


received his commiſſion to feed the flock of Chriſt ; 
but when, for ſuch a commiſſion, human ordination 
is ſubſtituted, and the motive for accepting it is 
outward gain, it is to be feared that many, through 
oppreſſion and greedineſs of filthy lucre, are like 
the ſons of Eli, who cauſed the people to abhor 
the offerings of the Lord, and are enemies of him 


whom they profeſs to ſerve. 

It may be aſked, who would be inen without 
a fixed maintenance? I anſwer, thoſe whom the 
Lord of the harveſt qualifies, and ſends forth by 

if his conſtraining love and power. Such are made 

willing to ſpend and be ſpent for the good of 


| others; and ſuch only can be true miniſters, whom 

| the Lord accompanies and bleſſes in their labours, 
for without his bleſſing the labour of man is vain. 

| To guard his diſciples againſt a preſumptuous ſelf- 

| 

; 


1 ſufficiency, he told them, © that without him they 
| & could do nothing.” * And therefore the buſineſs 
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| 5 
of a miniſter of the goſpel is not to detain thoſe 
among whom he labours in a dependence on him 
ſelf, but to point them to Chriſt; to teſtify through” 
the Divine anointing what God has done for his 
ſou), and to magnify that Divine arm by which he 
hath himſelf been turned from darkneſs to light, 
and ſrom the power of Satan unto God to invite 
and draw their attention to the Divine light and 
law written in the heart, and to encourage all to 
ſcek the Lord for themſelves, that in feeling after 
him they may find him ; for in him are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge.“ It was the 
Apoſtle's teſtimony, and continues to be verified in 
the experience of many in this day, that “ The 
“grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, and hath 
appeared unto all men, teaches us, that denying 
e ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſo- 
ce berly, rizhteouſty and godly in this preſent world, 
looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious 
&« appearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
« Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
& unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 


2 Col. iii. 
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« works.” But this is the miſtake of the gene- 
rality even of thoſe who profeſs themſelves follow- 
ers of Chriſt, they are running after the “ Lo here 
« is Chriſt,” and the “Lo there is Chriſt,” and 
depending on the ſyſtems and opinions of men, 


inſtead of the immediate inſtruction and govern- 
ment of his Spirit in themſelves : wherefore they 
hunger and thirſt after words more than after 
righteouſneſs; and of ſuch it may be ſaid, their 
eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing nor their ear with 
hearing; © But bleſſed,” ſaid Chriſt, & are they 
« that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for 
« they ſhall be filled.” + And ſurely he who hath 
promiſed is able to perform, and to furniſh thoſe 
who ſingly depend upon him with all things need- 
ful, ſeeing he is with them“ aways, even to the 
| « end of the world.” 
i It is not expected that every reader will RI 
| aſſent to theſe truths. The days are not yet ended, 
wherein, as the apoſtle foretold, 4 ſome would not 
endure ſound doctrine, but aſter their own deſire 
would heap to themſelves teachers, having itching 


ears, and turn from the Truth, unto fables. And 


* Titus, ii. II, 12, 13, 14. f Mat. v. 6. 2 Tim. iv. 


WE, 
truly it is lamentable, that mankind ſhould not only 
be led by thouſands and tens of thouſands to wal- 
low in the filthineſs of fin, but that fo many 
high profeſſors of the Chriſtian name ſhould ſuffer 
themſelves to be beguiled into a counterfeit re- 
ligion, and detained in the forms of godlineſs from 
its ſaving power; compaſſing themſelves about 
with the ſparks of the fire which they have kindled. 
For, alas! what is all we can do in our own 
wills, ways and time, but ſelf - righteouſneſs 
oppoſed to the righteouſneſs of God ; who, as he 
is truly known and ſubmitted to, © worketh in us 
e both to will and to do of his good pleaſure,” * 
If we do not paſs on from all human devices, to 
the revelation of Chriſt, the everlaſting rock and 
foundation of Truth, we ſhall neither underſtand 
his ſayings nor be enabled to do them. Creaturely 
wiſdom and ſtrength are not equal to the work of 
our redemption ; in the time of trial they will aſ- 
ſuredly fail; and, agreeably to the doctrine of 
Chriſt, + great will be the ruin of thoſe who truſt 
in or build upon them. From a full conviction of 
this, ſome believe it to be their incumbent duty, 


Phillip. ii. 13. + Luke vi. 49. 
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to refuſe an active compliance with all demands, 
for the ſupport of thoſe who traffic in ſuch de- 


luſions. 

The ſeat of religion is the conſcience, and it is 
the fole prerogative of the Almighty to rule and 
reign there: therefore, no man hath a right to 
force another in that which he is conſcientiouſly 
' reſtrained from, any more than Nebuchadnezzar 
had to command all men to worſhip the golden 
image which he had ſet up. Could human laws 
bind the conſciences of men, or ſet them free from 
the law of God in the mind, then the many pious 
martyrs and ſufferers for conſcience-fake in the 
various ages of the world were miſtaken ; and on 
ſuch ground might every legal perſecution be juſ- 
tified, —vea even that of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour himſelf, for his crucifiers had'a law to their 
purpoſe ; but this did not prevent their being de- 
nominated his murderers, | 

Some ſay, the dignity of religion muſt be ſup- 
ported, the miniſters of it muſt have larze incomes 
to raiſe them above contempt, and they muſt not 
be engaged in ſecular employments, that they may 
be devoted to the duties of their office; but who 
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will aſſert that true religious dignity was not quite 
as conſpicuous in the character of the apoſtles, who 


laboured with their own hands for their neceſſities, 


recommending their fellow-believers both by ex- 
ample and precept to provide things honeſt in the 
ſight of all men, as it is in the conduct and 
manners of thoſe of their pretended ſucceſſors, who 
vie with the princes of the earth in their diſtine- 
tions of honour, and are not aſhamed to live in a 
ſtate of idleneſs on the labours of others, as lords 
over the heritage of God ? 

This arrogance brings religion into contempt 
with many who, concluding it to be an artful fabri- 
cation of its miniſters for worldly ends, run from 
it into infidelity and licentiouſneſs ; ſo that it may 
juſtly be ſaid now as formerly, « The leaders of 
« the people cauſe them to err, and they that are 
« (thus) led of them are deſtroyed.” * 

Let none ſay theſe are ill- natured remarks, for 
they are not ſo meant. I am convinced that many 
are led into theſe things from cuſtom and the pre- 
judices of education, and are therefore to be ten- 


* Ifaiah ix, 16. 
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derly regarded. My deſire is, that all may ſeek the 


Truth, and cleave to it whatever ſacrifice it may 


call for ; knowing the time haſtens on every child 


of mortality, when it will be manifeſt, that they 
only are truly wiſe who “ buy the Truth and ſell 


“ it not. 


Prov. xxiii, 


FINIS. 
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